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Appendix
Meeting of the Veterans in Luzern

January 29, 1899
A gathering of Swiss veterans of the American Civil War was suggested
by Colonel Emil Frey.80 He was a Veteran of that War, having served as
major in the 82 nd Illinois Infantry Regiment, and he was taken prisoner
in the battle of Gettysburg. He returned to Switzerland where he pursued a successful career in public life. Between 1892 and 1897 he was
a Federal Councilor (Bundesrat), that is a member of the seven-member
executive branch of the Swiss Government, being in charge of the Military Department. In October 1898 Captain Casimir Muri sent out a call
to Swiss veterans of the American Civil War for a meeting in Lucerne,
placed an announcement in Swiss newspapers on January 8, 1899.
The meeting was held on January 29, 1899, when sixteen veterans met
in Lucerne.
List of Participants
Emil Frey, Colonel, Berne
Andrew Hanselmann, Wattwil, St.Gallen
Heinrich Htirlimann, Pension Faller, St.Gallen

80
Emil Frey left Jena in Germany in 1860 to fight in the American Civil War on
the Union side; he was captured at Gettysburg and held as counter-hostage under terrible
prison conditions when the North condemned a captive Confederate officer to death.
Frey survived the ordeal, returned to Switzerland, and was successful in journalism,
politics, and labor legislation. From 1888-1897, he served as diplomatic representative
of Switzerland in Washington, D.C. For a biography see Fritz Grieder, Der Baselbieter
Bundesrat Emil Frey: Staatsmann, Sozialreformer, Offizier, 1832-1922. Liestal: Verlag
des Kantons Basel-Landschaft, 1988.
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G. Kellenberger, Colonel, Falkengasse, Zurich
S. A. Lehmann S.A., Zofingen
Kaspar Milt, alt-Schmid (retired blacksmith), Glarus
Casimir Muri, Luzem
Adolf Niepagen, Davidsbodenstrasse 30, Basel
Rudolf Richner, Schafsheim bei Lenzburg
Leonhard Schlumpf, Sarmensdorf
Johann Studer, Uznach
Ph. M. Dehlinger, Handlung (store owner)
Samuel Wyler, Merchant, Mellingen (Aargau)
Jakob Zahrli, Hogentalerstrasse 14, Basel,
Alois Zehnder, Eisenhandlung (iron store), Einsiedeln
After a welcome speech of Captain C. Muri, Colonel Emil Frey gave
the following address:
Comrades!
I welcome you with great joy as fellows from hard, glorious times!
More than a generation has passed since with youthful exuberance, the
heart full of enthusiasm, and disregarding the looming dangers, we have
followed the call to defend the country that had hospitably received us.
How full of hope we went to the battlefield, how solemn and earnest
we felt when for the first time under fire, how proud we were after
victory, and how our sense of honor rebelled after defeat! The war demanded tremendous efforts from us: Never ending marches on nearly
impassable roads; small rations; in winter and summer quarters a thing
unknown; in snow and wind with no other roof than a tent or the sky.
Only the truly sturdy could endure it; thousands stayed behind in a field
hospital, but many thousands have been buried on the way without ever
having seen the enemy face to face.
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It took four years of a bloody war until the forces of the enemy
were exhausted. Then the star- spangled banner was waving again
peacefully over the whole country, and no back of any slave had to bend
before any master between the Great Lakes and the Gulf of Mexico.
However, we are not gathered here in order to praise ourselves
or to be celebrated. I have realized that only those let themselves be
praised who need it. We don't need it. For us the fact is enough that
we were there. That is praise enough for a lifetime. Having been there
has also marked our lives, and no jealousy can take it from us. Without
boasting, we are proud of it forever. It is no mean thing to have put our
lives at risk for a great purpose. And it was a great purpose that we were
fighting for. Two sublime aims beckoned when we went into battle, to
preserve the Union and to eradicate slavery. No army has ever gone to
war for a better purpose.
We can nevertheless also appreciate our comrades in the Confederate Army. Each fought for the country whose hospitality he enjoyed,
and he did his duty. Nobody knows how better to acknowledge the courage and readiness for sacrifice of the Confederate troops than we who
saw them at work. And although we did not like the Greys then, we
respected them. But today a bond of remembering a great time is uniting
us. We have grown old and become grey, real veterans, and are ready,
the knapsack packed for the last review. We have not lived in vain.
And now let's pay our last homage to the spirits of the brave who
have lost their lives at our side on the battlefield or have passed away
since then; to the names of the heroes who led us in battle and to victory; and to the greatest among all, Abraham Lincoln!

Published by BYU ScholarsArchive, 2011

3

